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Thank you for 
Registering  
for the Eagles Autism 
Challenge!
Our Mission: The Eagles Autism Challenge 
is dedicated to raising funds for innovative 
research and programs to help unlock the 
mystery of autism. By providing the necessary 
resources to doctors and scientists at leading 
institutions, we will be able to assist those 
currently affected by autism as well as future 
generations. Our event aims to inspire and 
engage the community, so together, we can 
provide much needed support to make a 
lasting impact in the field of autism.

Our Partners: As the newest initiative of 
the Philadelphia Eagles, the Eagles Autism 
Challenge has partnered with leading 
institutions including Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, Drexel University and Thomas 
Jefferson University and Jefferson Health. 
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Working Together

Why Autism?
Autism Spectrum Disorder is a bio-neurological disability that impacts the normal development 

of the brain. Individuals who have been touched by autism often experience verbal and non-verbal 
communication challenges, along with difficulties in the areas of social interaction and cognitive 
function.

Autism is now being identified at a rate of 1 in 68 births – 1 in every 42 boys – making it the largest 
developmental disorder in the world. While there is no medical detection or cure for autism, its numbers 
continue to grow at an alarming rate.

Unfortunately, autism has been historically underfunded, under-researched and commonly 
misunderstood.

Working Together
It is difficult for a single institution to address the complex medical and scientific issues presented 

by the condition of autism, so we have created a coalition with our beneficiary partners – Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, Drexel University and Thomas Jefferson University and Jefferson Health.  This 
coalition will bring fresh ways of thinking and additional resources to the field of autism research. What 
we learn here will be shared nationally and globally, so that everyone affected by autism can benefit 
from our collaborative efforts. We know that with your support we will be advancing autism research 
together.
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Fundraising Commitments

Upon registering for the Eagles Autism Challenge, you agreed to the fundraising commitment associated 
with the cycling or 5K route you selected. If you do not reach your minimum by the fundraising deadline, 
you will be responsible for the remaining balance due.

Route Fundraising Commitment
50 Mile Ride $1,000
30 Mile Ride $750
15 Mile Ride $500
15 Mile Youth Ride (ages 13-17) $350
5K Run/Walk $250
5K Run/Walk Youth (ages 13-17) $250
Virtual Participant $150

FUNDRAISING DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2018
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Fundraising Ideas
ALL-PRO

An All-Pro participant commits to raising $2,500 
or more. In addition to the rider/5K benefits 
included with registration, you will receive:

• One (1) additional ticket for a guest to VIP area 
for Friday Kick-Off Party and Saturday Finish Line 
Celebration on the field

• Special credential at VIP check-in area

• Special All-Pro Jersey or 5K T-shirt for event 
weekend

• Recognition in Eagles Autism Challenge Annual 
Report

• Two (2) tickets to a Chalk Talk session at the 
NovaCare Complex.

OVERALL TOP FUNDRAISER  
(BASED ON EVENT DAY)

• Special Recognition in Eagles Autism Challenge 
Annual Report

• Jersey in a different color to wear during event 
the following year

• Exclusive Player Experience

HALL OF FAME
A Hall of Fame participant goes above and 

beyond to raise $10,000 or more. In addition to 
the rider/5K benefits included with registration, 
you will receive:

• Three (3) additional tickets for three guests to 
VIP area for Friday Kick-Off Party and Saturday 
Finish Line Celebration on the field

• Special credential at VIP check-in area

• Special Hall of Fame jersey or 5K T-shirt for event 
weekend

• Matching bike shorts

• Recognition in Eagles Autism Challenge Annual 
Report

• Two (2) tickets to a Chalk Talk session at 
NovaCare Complex

• Two (2) tickets to a VIP Training Camp experience 
at the NovaCare Complex

TOP FUNDRAISING TEAM 
(BASED ON EVENT DAY)

• Special Recognition in Eagles Autism Challenge 
Annual Report

• VIP Mini Camp Experience

Fundraising Incentives



Not sure where to start when it comes to fundraising? Follow the example calendar below on what you can do each month 
to help you reach your fundraising goal.

If registered after September, condense these steps into a shorter time-frame.

September
15 REGISTRATION OPENS
19 Customize your fundraising page with pictures and new text.
26 Create a list of potential donors and post on your social media pages that you registered for an 

awesome event.
October

3 Send out initial fundraising letter/email to friends, family and colleagues.
17 Encourage others to join your team and sign up to ride or do the 5K.
24 Halloween is approaching: Come up with a creative holiday fundraiser at your office or in your 

neighborhood.
November

7 It’s the month of thankfulness – post on social media about the Eagles Autism Challenge and ask for 
help meeting your goal. Thank those who have already donated.

December
5 The holidays are approaching – in lieu of gifts, ask for donations and ask those who have already 

donated to talk to their company about matching gift opportunities.
January

2 Ask people to kick-off 2018 with a donation to your fundraising page.
9 Make a big push on social media for donations and for team members. Ask family and friends to 

share your post to reach an even bigger audience.
February

6 Matching gifts can take a while to be processed by companies. Start requesting matches and 
encourage your donors to ask their companies about match programs.

March
13 Have some friends and family that are on the edge of participating? Make some calls and send some 

texts to encourage them to register. Consider making the event a big reunion weekend so that you 
can make a difference together. 

April
19 One month until Eagles Autism Challenge weekend: Send a reminder email/letter to those who hav-

en’t donated yet.
May

1 You have one month left to meet your fundraising minimum. Send out one more email blast to get 
those remaining funds into the office.

18-19 EAGLES AUTISM CHALLENGE WEEKEND
23 One week until your fundraising minimum is due. Post on social media and ask for online donations – 

include pictures from the event. Make sure all checks have been mailed in.
31 FUNDRAISING DEADLINE

June
5 Thank other donors that contributed after event weekend with a card/picture from the event.
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Fundraising Calendar
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Steps to Successful Fundraising

 
Prepare to Ask
• Identify potential family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, etc. that you can ask for a donation. 

• Brainstorm what you want to say – include your personal connection, reasons why you participate, 
what your fundraising goal is, etc.

• Decide which is the best way to approach for each person – email, message through social media, 
typed/handwritten letter, phone call or speaking to them in person.

Make the Ask
• Ask everyone and anyone. The worst that will happen is they say “no”.

• Provide your donors with info on the Eagles Autism Challenge and let them know where their money is 
going and why this cause is important to you.

• Create the letter, email, social media post, etc. that you will use to ask for donations.

• Remember to remind the people you ask to donate. Schedule a reminder on your calendar.

Explore opportunities to fundraise
•Create your own fundraiser – car wash, office bake sale, etc.

• Check out page 8-11 for different fundraising ideas to take your fundraising journey to the next level.

Say thank you
• Thank your donors! A simple thank you can bring your donors back for years to come.

• Send your donors pictures and a recap from your event experience and detail how much money you 
raised.
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Fundraising Ideas

Need some fundraising ideas?  
Here’s a few to get you started:

• Donate to yourself. Kick-start 
your own fundraising journey.

• Reach out to your friends and 
family via email, letter, text, 
phone call or in-person.

• Invite friends and family over 
for a fun-filled day/night for a 
good cause.

• Update your fundraising page 
and post your link on all social 
media pages – ask friends/
family to share it.

• Ask your employer about 
matching gifts and encourage 
your donors to ask their 
companies about matching 
gifts as well. It’s double the 
donation!

• Contact a company where you 
live and ask them to sponsor 
you to hit your minimum.

• Have a garage sale – sell old 
items for donations.

• Have a bake sale at your office, 
in your neighborhood, etc.

• For special occasions, ask your 
friends and family to donate to 
your fundraising page in lieu of 
gifts.

• Create a friendly competition 
within your office to see who 
can raise the most money.

• Ask your local restaurants 
to have a proceeds night. 
A percentage of every 
transaction will be donated to 
you fundraising page.

• Drop an “ask letter” in all of 
your neighbor’s mailboxes 
and tell them why you’re 
participating.

• Ask people to pledge $1 or 
more for every mile you ride.

• Ask your employer to do 
a jeans Friday and charge 
employees $5 to wear jeans to 
work that day.

• Get your place of worship 
involved – hang a flyer and talk 
to others about your initiative.

• Hold a raffle. Ask local 
businesses to donate items to 
raffle off.

• Hold a car wash.

• Add a line to your personal and 
work email signature with your 
fundraising link.

• Have a sporting event 
tournament – golf outing, 
softball tournament, etc. with 
family and friends.

• Organize a “spin-a-thon” at 
Soul Cycle, Flywheel or other 
fitness centers for donations.

• Create a special event at a 
local venue and have proceeds 
benefit your fundraising.

• Change your social media 
profile pictures to anything 
Eagles Autism Challenge 
related and post about 
statistics on autism and ask for 
donations to hit your goal.
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Fundraising Ideas

Looking to get some quick  
donations? Try one of these challenges.

10-DAY CHALLENGE FOR $1,000
• Donate $50 to yourself

• Ask 4 family members to donate $50

• Ask 10 friends to donate $15

• Ask 5 co-workers to donate $10

• Ask 5 neighbors to donate $10

• Ask 10 people at your place of worship or 
community to donate $10

• Ask your boss for a company contribution of 
$100

• Ask 4 businesses that you have a relationship 
with to sponsor you for $50

• Ask your 5 favorite restaurants or stores to 
contribute $20

• Write thank-you letters because you just raised 
$1,000.

5-DAY CHALLENGE FOR $250
• Donate $20 to yourself

• Ask 2 family members for $40

• Ask 5 friends for $20

• Ask your boss for a $50 company sponsor

• Write thank you letters because you just raised 
$250.

MAKE IT PERSONAL: 
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Sample Letter

Make it Personal
The best way to engage family, friends, colleagues and neighbors about your fundraising journey is 

through a personal letter or email. Explain why the Eagles Autism Challenge and its mission is important 
to you and your connection to autism. Don’t forget to mention that every dollar raised goes directly 
to autism research and support at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Drexel University and Thomas 
Jefferson University and Jefferson Health.



Fundraising Toolkit 11

Social Media Tips

Social media is a key way to connect with friends and family and to reach out to potential donors. 
Utilize Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, blogs, etc.to post your fundraising link, pictures and share 
your personal story. 

You can share your link directly through your fundraising account or copy and paste the link yourself. 
Help spread the word of the Eagles Autism Challenge and collect donations along the way.

 

Example Instagram post  Example Facebook post

.
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Fundraising IdeasDonations & Matching Gifts

There are two ways your donors can donate to your fundraising page.

Check 
• All checks can be made out to the Eagles Autism Challenge, Inc.

• Mail the completed donation form and make sure to include the donor’s email address for a tax 
receipt. The form can be found on our website at EaglesAutismChallenge.org.

• Mail the check(s) to:

Eagles Autism Challenge, Inc.

One NovaCare Way

Philadelphia, PA 19145

Online
• Send donors your personal fundraising link (can be found on the dashboard of your fundraising 

account) and they can go to your page and click “donate”.

• Donors can go to EaglesAutismChallenge.org – click “donate”, choose “donate to an individual”, they 
search for your name and complete the donation process.

If they don’t click your name, their donation will go to the general fund and not to your personal fundraising page.

*Please be aware that if you are donating through a separate entity such as Benevity, Network for Good, Truist, United Way, 
etc., we have no control on when your donation will arrive at our office. Each entity has its own process that make take months 
for us to receive funds. Also, be aware some of these organizations take a processing fee out of the donation before they send us 
a check, resulting in a smaller donation amount on your page.

Matching Gifts
• Most companies will match donations their employees donate to a qualifying charity/nonprofit. This is 

a great resource to double the donations you are receiving to get you closer you your goal. Submit the 
request to your company as soon as the donation is made and see what their process is.

• Matching gifts can take 3-9 months to process once you submit the request to your company. We have 
no control over when we will receive the matching gift to our office. Once they are received, they are 
immediately credited to your account.

• In case your match doesn’t arrive before the fundraising deadline, avoid solely relying on them to reach 
your minimum.  Matching gifts we receive after the May 31st deadline will be credited to your account 
for next year.
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FAQs

For more FAQs and information on the Eagles Autism Challenge, please visit our website.

Event Weekend
Q. When is Eagles Autism Challenge weekend?

A. Friday, May 18, 2018 - packet pick-up and the Kick-Off Party

         Saturday, May 19, 2018 - bike, 5K and Finish Line Celebration

Fundraising 
 Q. When is the fundraising deadline?

 A. The fundraising deadline is May 31, 2018.

Q. What happens if I don’t meet my fundraising minimum by the deadline of May 31, 2018?

A. During registration, you agreed to reach your minimum by the fundraising deadline of May 
31, 2018 an authorized the Eagles Autism Challenge to charge your credit card the remaining 
balance on June 1st.

If you need to change your route to assure you meet your minimum, you have until February 19, 
2018 to make the change. After that date, you will be held to your minimum associated with  
the route that you choose when you registered. To change your route, please call our office at 
215-339-6790.

Q. I’m waiting on a matching gift to help meet my minimum and I’m afraid it won’t be in the 
office by the fundraising deadline, what should I do?

A. Any donation or matching gift received after the fundraising deadline will be counted 
towards your fundraising minimum for the following year. If you or your donors are submitting a 
matching gift request with a company, please give ample time for it to be received in our office. 
We advise that you do not solely rely on matching gifts to hit your minimum since we have no 
control on when a company will have the check processed and sent. 

 Q. What is an All-Pro and a Hall of Fame participant?

A. An All-Pro raises $2,500+ and a Hall of Famer raises $10,000+ for autism research. These 
participants receive exclusive benefits for ride weekend. Please check out our incentives page for 
more information.
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FAQs

Bike, 5K and Virtual Riders
Q. I need to cancel my registration, what step do I need to take?

A. To cancel your registration, you must contact our office. You have until February 19, 2018 to 
cancel –registration fees are non-refundable. After this date there are no cancellations and you 
will still be responsible to reach your fundraising minimum. 

Q. How do I change my route?

A. You have until February 19, 2018 to change the route you originally signed up for. After this 
date you will be required to do the route you registered for and hit that minimum. Please email 
info@eaglesautismchallenge.org to change your route.

Q. Can I allow someone else to ride/run in my place on event day?

A. No. Your registration as a participant is never transferable, even if you do not or cannot 
participate in for any reason whatsoever, including any illness or injury that may limit or preclude 
your participation. You are not permitted to grant another person the right to participate in your 
place under any circumstances.

Q. What is included in my registration fee?

A. Cyclists: Custom Eagles Autism Challenge jersey, goodie bag, finish line medal, free food 
and beverage event weekend and access to the Friday Kick-Off Party and Saturday Finish Line 
Celebration on the field.

5K: Custom Eagles Autism Challenge 5K t-shirt, finish line medal, free food and beverage event 
weekend and access to the Friday Kick-Off Party and Saturday Finish Line Celebration on the field.

Virtual Participant: Free food and beverage event weekend and access to the Friday Kick-Off 
Party and Saturday Finish Line Celebration on the field. Those who raise $500 or more will 
receive a cycling jersey.



Check Amount:  _______________  Check Number:  ______________________________________

Donor First/Last Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Donor Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

*Donor Email:  __________________________________________________________________________

Donor Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________________

Check Amount:  _______________  Check Number:  ______________________________________

Donor First/Last Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Donor Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

*Donor Email:  __________________________________________________________________________

Donor Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________________

Participant Name:  _____________________________________________________________________

Amount Enclosed:  _____________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to EAGLES AUTSIM CHALLENGE, INC.

MAIL FORM AND CHECKS TO:
Eagles Autism Challenge, Inc.

One NovaCare Way
Philadelphia, PA 19145

*Email address needed for tax receipt


